
 
PETITION TO HIS EMINENCE, TIMOTHY CARDINAL DOLAN 
 
We, The Friends of Our Lady of Peace respectfully disagree with the Archdiocesan 
Advisory Council’s directive to consolidate Our Lady of Peace with St. Vincent Ferrer 
as part of the Making All Things New Initiative.  We believe the Initiative’s overall 
goals are admirable, but this specific consolidation is neither in the best interest of 
our parish, nor the Diocese for the following reasons: 
 

 Our financial position is robust.  We have a proven track record of being a 
consistent net producer for the Diocese, returning twice its Annual Appeal 
targets on a regular basis. 

 
 Our parishioners, friends and benefactors are steadfast in their generosity 

and loyalty.  These tight emotional bonds, forged over many generations, 
have translated into dedicated engagement and considerable and consistent 
financial contributions. 

 
 Our church and rectory are landmarked buildings, meticulously maintained 

ensuring stability to this historic area.  The history and service of our parish 
are a source of pride to every member of our community. 

 
 Our outreach programs – RCIA, AA, Al Anon as well as Healing Masses, 

monthly City Harvest food drives and collections for the Henry Street 
Settlement enhance our community and contribute to a vibrant parish life. 

 
Our future is strong.  We have a Parish Council to develop a strategic plan for 
initiatives to further strengthen and enlarge our community in keeping with the 
goals of  the new evangelization.  Most important, we’ve the resources to maintain 
these programs going forward.  We acknowledge the Making All Things New 
guidelines that “… each situation will require its own solution to ensure that the 
faithful are being served…”  
 
To sum up, in 1918, the early Italian immigrants sent a petition to Cardinal Hayes to 
ask permission to found a parish.  They established the foundation upon which the 
church and parish are laid and from which so much has sprung… our present day 
Our Lady of Peace.   
 
In 2014, the signatures of our parishioners and friends below ask you to reconsider 
and allow Our Lady of Peace to remain where it has stood for almost 100 years to 
continue its mission. 
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